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! did not want 


to accept it. 
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14 


nake. 
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py cargaus> 


(AND ILL DO, 


/ | BELIEVE 
| ANYTHING.” | UNDERSTAND 
‘70 PROTECT YOU NOW... 
SeYOU, $0... 2. 
aN 
fe 


'D BELIEVED 

THAT YOU, OF /\ 

ALL PEOPLE, YA 
wouLD_ // 

NEVER HURT/ A 
MEL 


THOSE SIX 
YEARS THAT 
YOU STOLE 
FROM ME, 


Ps 


| WANT THEM * 
BACK!! 


.../ couldn’t 
believe my 
own ears. 


—Why 
did | run my 
mouth like 
that? 


ARE You } 
OKAY? \ 


IT SOUNDS 
LIKE THINGS 
IS IT TRUE GOT PRETTY 
THAT YOU'VE ly INTENSE OVER 


\ AT YOUR 
seesbay COMPANY... 


\ 
HOLD ONA \ APPOINTMENT 


COME UP, SO... 
were you MINUTE... I'M PLANNING ACTUALLY, 


TO SEE HIM I'D INTENDED 
— OF RIGHT AFTER TO GO AND 
THIS. SEE HIM 
ALONE? YESTERDAY, 
i, BUT... 


HE WANTS £ 


TO MEET AND 
TALK WITH ME, 
JUST THE 


\ TWO OF LS. 


YOu KNOW 
WHAT THAT MAN 
1S CAPABLE OF, 
DON'T YOu? 


.- YES, I'M 
SORRY. 


I GOT MYSELF 
IN TOO DEEP 
WITH HIM—— 


IF I DON'T 
GO TO HIM, 
HE’LL TRACK 
ME DOWN 
FROM HIS 
END. 


YOU SHOULD 
TALK 10 ME 
ABOUT THINGS 
LIKE THAT 
BEFOREHAND! 


BUT THAT'S 
NO REASON 
FOR YOU 
TO TAKE ALL 
OF THIS ON 
YOURSELF. 


YOU'VE 
ALREADY 
FULFILLED 
YOUR ROLE 


ADMIRABLY, 
SO... 


YOU CAN 
JUST LEAVE 
THE REST TO 
MY COMPANY 


IF YOU'RE 
FEELING LINEASY, 
MAYBE YOLI 
SHOLILD SKIP 
TOWN FOR A 
LITTLE WHILE... 


SINCE I’M 
THE ONE WHO 
ASKED FOR 
YOUR HELP 
GETTING THE 
MERGER 

THROUGH. 


THE 


COMPANIES’ 


PROBLEMS 
SHOULDN'T 
CONCERN 
YOU ANY 

LONGER! 


TM GOING 
TO MEET WITH 
HIM TODAY AND 
DISPOSE OF 
THAT DATA 
MYSELF. 


WHATEVER 


SN IT TAKES... 


IF I LET 
HIM ESCAPE 
WITH THAT 

INFORMATION, 
WHO KNOWS 


WHAT HE MIGHT 


DO...2! 


THAT’S THE 


LAST THING 
I WANT TO 


PROBLEM IS 
PERSONAL 


IT'S LIKELY 
THE CEO STILL 
HAS EVIDENCE 

IMPLICATING THE 
PEOPLE INVOLVED 
(N THE LEAK. 


I can't 
shake this 
agitation. 


EVIDENCE... 
YOU MEAN 
CONCERNING 
EITO? 


ARE YOU 
TRYING TO 
PROTECT 


( 


What is it 
that’s upsetting 
me so much? 


Thuy BECAUSE 


Zp 
WHENIT. |= ZR 


YOU'RE THE COMES Zi NS 
ONE WHO FIRST ea 10 
SUGGESTEDUSING .  ! Z > 
EITO AS \ & 
ASCAPEGOAT.. |“/ OF sy 
RIGHT? 


AND NOW, 
AFTER ALL THIS 


TIME, YOU'VE 
CHANGED YOUR 
al 1S THAT 
WHAT YOU'RE 


..10 ERASE HIM SAYING? | 


FROM YOUR LIFE 
FOREVER? 


That man—— 


| hated him 
with all my heart. 


left you 

isolated 
and 

alone... 


linflicted f 


the same 
wounds 
upon you, 


ay) 


/ 


Hy, Seana Sal 
Sr ies 


The six 
years long 
sense of 


The pain of 


In order to betrayal, 
obliterate it of not being 


yj those memories, ia © chosen— 


| stole away 
everything 
you had. 


Yet now, 
I can't help 
wondering... 


WRONG 
ABOUT IT |\ 
ALLE 


FALLING... 
So VEEPLY 
IN LOVE 
WITH YOU, 


AN? 


WANTING 
EVERYTHING... YouTo WV 


WAS IT ALL A Look my || 


: J MBE 


IPONT \\\ 
CARE IF IT’S | \ 
ALE. 


I WANT To 
HEAR THE 
WORVS FROM 
YOUR OWN 
UPS... 


The truth is, 
| had realized it 
back then... 


PLEASE, 
SAY IT...// 


EVEN IF 
NO ONE 
ELSE 
IS... 
I WILL 
ALWAYS BE 
ON YOUR 
SIDE. 


— That inside, 
| already had an answer... 


Though | did not want 
to accept it. 


and I sought to When | realized ! couldn't let go 
escape by filling it had become of the past that 
my heart with my safe refuge, links the two of us 
vengeance. | felt afraid... together. 


And before 
I ! knew it, i) 
< rather than, 
—\ So ae 

. \ putting it all 


What I had 
experienced 
that one time, 

Six years 


| was 
desperately 
trying to 
regain what 
I'd lost. 


ago... 


Your thoughtful 
kindness. 


REALLY 
GOING TO GO 


DISCUSSING ALONE? 


IT WITH YOU 
HARDENED MY 
RESOLVE. 


THERE IS 
ONE FAVOR 
I'D LIKE TO 


COULD YOU 

PLEASE TELL 

HIM NOT TO 
INVOLVE 
HIMSELF 


WITH ME ANY 
FURTHER? 


TM SURE [, 
THAT... ff 


HE WOULD 
TRY TO COME 


AND RESCUE 
ME. 


IT’SA 
PROMISE. 


IT 
CONCERNS 
AKAMINE- 


— BECAUSE IF, 
BY ANY CHANCE, 
SOMETHING 
SHOULD HAPPEN 
TO ME... 


are 


showing 
me the 
path | must 
take. 


Still, 
both you... 
and this 
ache in my 


I can't 
allow myself 
second 
joughts or 

regrets. 


nowhere 
left to run 


WHAT 
{WANTED TO 
ABOUT YOU? |) gecome SOMEONE 
CAPABLE OF 
PROTECTING 
SO PRECIOUS A 
PERSON. 


TO ACCEPT 
ONE ANOTHER 
= COMPLETELY, 


| thought 
that our 
emotions 
were finally 
aligned... 


‘6 solitary 
\ | wanderings 
not at an 


Utsumi. 
Why did 


<i you leave 


me here? 


So why? 


s+ MIGHT 
ASK You 


WHY YovRE fe) 
NAKED... 


{ % I’M GOING 
KNOW WHERE TO TAKE YOLI 
UTSUMI IS TO A SAFE 


NOW? WE WANT PLACE NOW. 
YOU TO STAY 
THERE AND 
LIE LOW FOR 
A WHILE. 


...HE’S ON 
HIS WAY TO 
THE CEO'S 


FROM THE 
TIME YOU 


a UTSUMI AND I 

LEFT THE 
TERNS HAVE BEEN COMPANY... 
OUT... CARRYING OLIT 


SOMETHING OF 
AN INFORMAL 
INVESTIGATION 
INTO HIM. EVEN 
AFTER HE QUIT. 


HE SENT 
WATANABE 
AND HAD TO WORK 
HIM COLLECT FOR THEM, 
CONFIDENTIAL AS A SPY, 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT THEM. 


ANYWAY, IT 
SEEMS WHEN 
MY COMPANY 

LEANED ON 
WATANABE, HE 

BROKE AND 

TOLD THEM 

EVERYTHING. 


So that 
day when 
Watanabe was 
spotted at the 
shrine...? 


HE’D BEEN 
SECRETLY 
POCKETING 
THE BRIBE 
MONEY 


CRIMINAL. 
ORGANIZATION 
HE’D HAD 
CONNECTIONS 
WITH. 


AND FORCED 
ME TO PASS 
FALSE 
INFORMATION 
TO THE CEO. 


WHOLE TIME, 
HE'S BEEN 
EMBEZZLING 
MONEY, 
COMMITTING 
TAX FRAUD, 


AND TAKING 
SECRET 
DONATIONS, 
; oR SO 
3A RUMOR HAS 
Loe 


HE USED THE 
MERGER AS 
A PERFECT 
COVER TO 

TAKE THE 

MONEY AND 

RUN. 


SHOULDN'T 
UTSUMI STEER 
CLEAR OF HIM 

TOO...? 


THAT THEY'D 
HELP ME AS 
LONG AS | DID 
WHAT THEY 
SAID...! 


WAS BEING 
USED TO 


THEY TOLD ME 
THEY HAD 
CONNECTIONS 
TO A MAJOR 
CORPORATION. 


so F 
ADVANCE THE gasicatty, | 


MERGER 
FROM THE 
START? 


YOU COULD 
ALSO SAY 
THAT HE USED 
THE MERGER 
TO HIS OWN 
ADVANTAGE 
THOUGH. 


THE CEO IS IN 
POSSESSION OF 
CERTAIN DATA ABOLIT 
A CONFIDENTIAL 
INFORMATION LEAK, 
WHICH HAS YET 
TO BE DISPOSED 


BUT DON’T 
WORRY. 


SINCE THE 
ORGANIZATION IS 
STILL RECEIVING 
IT'S NOT LIKE MONEY FROM 
THE POLICE ARE MY COMPANY, 
GOING TO BE 
CALLED IN ANY 
TIME SOON. 


+:SO THERE’S 
ABSOLUTELY 
NO REASON 
TO INVOLVE 
YOURSELF IN 
THIS ANY 
FURTHER. 


Is Utsumi going Is this all 
there because because of 
| asked him to me? 


No, that erase that video 


before...? 


can't be right. 


He knows 
hh 
a HOW COULD HE 
fie. TAKE ON SUCH AN 
|| IMPORTANT TASK 


ALL ALONE, AND 
i NOT EVEN TELL 
So he must 


be aware of ME...?! 
how badly it 
could go, 
meeting with 
him right 
now... 


I’LL GO 
AND SEE THE 
CEO. 


THEN, IT 
] SHOULD 


LEAVE A 
SITUATION 
LIKE THAT 
TO UTSUMI 
ALONE. 


DON'T MAKE 
A BIGGER DEAL 


I'LL GO OUT OF THIS 
MEET HIM IN THAN IT 
UTSUMI’S ALREADY IS. 


PLACE... 


I’M GOING 
Toco cet IN 
SOMETHING 


TO DRINK. 


YOU WANT 
ANYTHING? 


He hasn't 
changed a bit 


either... 


Whenever a 
situation gets 
uncomfortable 
for him, he 
vanishes like 
this. 


TRAMPLED 
ALL OVER 
YOUR 
FEELINGS 
FOR ME. 


UTSUMI 
REGRETS 
GETTING YOU 
MIXED UP 
IN ALL OF 
THIS... 
SO HE’S 


TRYING TO 
MAKE IT 
_, 


I REALLY 
AM A SLY 
BASTARD... 


IM SURE YOU 
HATE MY GUTS, 
RIGHT? 


AND ANYWAY, 
THE HAPPINESS 
WE WERE 
SEEKING WAS 
DIFFERENT. 


FOUND OUT 
THAT YOU'D 
KNOWN HOW 
I FELT ABOUT 
YOU... 


NO, I DON’T 
HATE YOU. 


WE ENDED LP 
HERE BECAUSE 
WE WERE 
=| BOTH PURSUING 
OUR OWN 
AGENDAS, 


BESIDES, 
I'VE ALWAYS 
REGRETTED 
NOT BEING 
ABLE TO HELP 
YOu... 


so 
WE'RE IN 


WOULD NEVER 
REALLY UNDER- 
STAND WHAT WAS 
IN MY HEART... 
THAT HURT LIKE 
HELL. 


.-I'VE BEEN 
CONVINCED 
OF THAT 
EVER SINCE. 


THE REALIZATION 
THAT EVEN THE 
PERSON I THOUGHT 
I'D CONNECTED 
WITH BETTER THAN 
ANY OTHER... 


IF EVEN HE 
CAN'T 
LNDERSTAND 
ME, 


THEN 
SURELY NO 
ONE EVER 
WILL. 


Maybe 


I'm sure Utsumi... ~ | be all 


you must alone 
forever... 


have felt the 
same way, 


BECAUSE I 
REALIZED THAT 
IF TWO LONELY 

SOULS CAN 
ONLY FIND ONE 

ANOTHER... 


THEY CAN 
MAKE A HOME 
BETWEEN 
THEM. 


EVEN IF 
I'M WITH 


IN THE 


I'LL PROBABLY 
ALWAYS CARRY 
THAT FEELING 
OF LONELINESS f 
WITH ME 
THROUGH THE 
REST OF MY 


SOMEONE | 


AND EVEN 
THOUGH I 
COULD NEVER 
BECOME 
MORE THAN 
YOUR SUB- 
ORDINATE... 


I’M STILL 
GRATEFUL 


I ENJOYED 
EVERY DAY OF 
THE TIME I 
SPENT WITH 
YOU. 


YOU TOOK 
NOTICE OF YOU STAYED 
ME. BY MY SIDE 
WHEN I WAS 


THANK YOU 
FOR THAT. 


Me AA or UE 
iN \\ WV A\\ | 
\\ 


; 


IT MAY 
HAVE ONLY 

\ ALY Ni BEEN A 
BLT TO ME, TAM ( SHORT 


THOSE ARE 


DAYS... 
THAT T’LL 
ALWAYS, 
TREASURE. 


EVEN IF I 
TRY AND STOP 
YOU, YOU'RE 
GOING TO GO 
ANYWAY, 
RIGHT? 


‘one'more 
timé.. 


Never leave him 
all alone—— 


How much 
he bolstered 


THAT'S 
MY BLACK 
COFFEE. 


And that 
| will 


FIRST OF 
ALL, THERE'S 
SOMETHING 

I NEED TO 

TELL YOU. 


i} 
i) 
ULL 


mM 


The corporation 
has been 
informed that 


to gain you used 
access tothe |mm| Watanabe... 
organization's 


EVERYTHING 
YOU MANAGED 
TO CONCEAL " . 
WITH THE = IF BY SOME 
MERGER IS 7 Ths = CHANCE THIS 
AS GOOD AS | <A f SHOULD REACH 
LOST. | i. THE EARS OF 
THEY'LL | THE POLICE, 
SEIZE IT i > 


Did that 
fool 
Watanabe 


PLEASE spill his 
ALLOW ME guts? 
TO CLEAN 
THINGS LIP 
FOR YOU. 


HiME lh crsssrell 
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